
GESTURES 
 

• Match the gesture to the country! 

 

 

Argentina  Hong Kong  Japan  Mexico 

 

 Brazil    Mongolia  Saudi Arabia  

 

Ethiopia  Tibet     China 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Pointing to people or objects is rude.  Draw attention with the whole hand, palm 
turned upwards in a flowing (not pointing) motion. 

 

2. Eye contact is important. 
 

3. The ‘ok’ sign is totally unacceptable, and is considered vulgar. 
 

4. Avoid sitting or leaning on a table. Sit only on chairs. 
 

5. Staring is polite and not considered rude. 
 

6. Tossing items is offensive; one hands items directly to another person. 
 

7. Winking at another person is impolite. 

 

8. Eating with fingers is acceptable. 
 

9. Sticking out your tongue is a form of greeting. 
 

10. The ‘ok’ sign is not understood, but ‘thumbs up’ is. 
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TRUTH, TRUTH, LIE 
 

 

There are 3 cultural aspects mentioned for each country.  Two are true, and one is a 

lie.  Which one is a lie?  Please circle: a, b, or c. 

 

1. Japan 

a) The American ‘ok’ sign (thumb and forefinger curled in an ‘O’) means 

‘money’. 

b) Standing with your hand (or hands) in your pockets is a sign of casualness 

and puts the listener at ease. 

c) Directness in conversation is considered to be rude. Do not come to the point 

right away, it’s better to start off with ‘small talk’. 

 

2. Saudi Arabia 

a) Picture taking of people is okay. 

b) The left hand is customarily used for bodily hygiene, and should not be used 

for eating, handling over gifts, or general gesturing. 

c) Use the ‘thumbs up’ gesture if you are pleased with something. 

 

3. Brazil 

a) Avoid giving gifts of black or purple; these are colors of mourning. 

b) Giving greeting cards, such as Birthday, Get well, or Sympathy cards are 

common in such a caring culture. 

c) Kissing between women, men and strangers is common. 

 

4. Argentina 

a) Placing your hands on your hips while talking is considered casual. 

b) Give a firm handshake: this is a sign of both strength and sincerity (you can 

trust me). 

c) To signal that another person has a telephone call: the American ‘crazy’ sign 

is used. 

 

5. China 

a) Questions such as ‘How much do you weigh?’ and ‘How much money do you 

make?’ are not considered rude. 

b) Do not shake hands when introduced. 

c) Don’t give a clock as a gift: it is considered unlucky.  The Chinese form ‘to 

give a clock’ sounds the same as ‘to wish you death’. 

 

6) Russia 

 a) Being on time is an important value 

 b) Smiles are private and reserved for those close to you. 

 c) Do not leave an empty bottle of alcohol on the table. 



 

7) Thailand 

a) Thais do not draw attention to themselves 

b) It is considered rude to raise one’s voice 

c) Close physical attention is okay. 

 

8) Mexico 

a) When Mexicans receive an invitation, they will often accept it even if they 

know they will not be able to make it.  Saying ‘no’ is an insult. 

b) Mexicans like a strong, firm handshake. 

c) Mexicans typically stand close to each other when talking. 

 

9) Korea 

a) Using the left hand to offer an object is offensive.  Use the right hand or both 

hands. 

b) Eye contact is important 

c) Don’t touch a Korean on the head or shoulder. 

 

10) Vietnam 

a) It is impolite to touch someone of the opposite sex.  Even a pat of 

encouragement is impolite. 

b) Vietnamese will avoid giving a direct answer, but asking direct questions 

such as age, family background, and cost of clothes is okay. 

c) Physical contact with same sex is unacceptable, but a pat on the head or 

shoulders is okay. 

 

11)  Sudan 

a) Men can publicly touch women or men. 

b) The left hand has limited use (body hygiene).  The right hand is used for 

greetings, eating, handing over gifts, and gesturing. 

c) Showing the bottom of your shoe to someone is considered rude. 

 

12) Poland 

a) Chewing gum is common in Poland and acceptable at any time. 

b) Women who speak forthrightly may encounter resistance from Polish men. 

c) Flowers are the most common gift when visiting a Polish home. Always bring 

an odd number of flowers, and avoid red roses (used for courting) and 

chrysanthemums (used at funerals). 
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